
Correction: The painter, Paralee C. Buckner-Maddry, was married to Daniel Davis Maddry, brother of Fannie Maddry-Williams. 
Fannie was Mary Overton-Petrarca's grandmother. 
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PROVENANCE OF THE LEE MADDRY PAINTING 
 
 
  The following information is Provenance of the Lee Maddry Painting of the sawmill that stood on 
the east bank of the Ouachita River at Rockport, Arkansas.  
 
  This information was provided on September 2nd & 5th, 2016 by Mary Alice Overton-Petrarca and 
Marjorie Cooper-Nowalk, through correspondence between Mary’s son Frank Petrarca and Gerald 
W. Williams, a Board Member of the Hot Spring County Historical Society and Co-Editor of the 
Society’s annual publication, “The Heritage”.   

_________________________________________________________ 
 

  William T. Maddry married Mary E. Young in Rockport, Arkansas January 1, 1863. He was a 

postmaster in Malvern Junction.
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Their three children were: Daniel Davis Maddry, Fannie Maddry 
and Willamina (Willia) Maddry.  
 
  Daniel Davis Maddry married Paralee (Lee) C. Buckner (the artist) January 6, 1891.  
 
  Willia Maddry married Percy Chamberlain, a druggist in Malvern. They had one child, Elizabeth 
Chamberlain who married Henry Baker. After Henry died Elizabeth married John Chidester of 
Malvern. 
  Fannie Maddry married Rufus W. Williams. Their children were: Mary Williams, who married 
Clyde Cooper; Linnie Williams, who married Harold A. Overton; Frances Williams and Rufus 
Williams. Mary and Clyde Cooper had two children: Betty Cooper, who married Bruce Ingram 
(living in Hot Springs, Arkansas) and Marjorie Cooper, who married Paul Nowalk (living in Plano, 
Texas). Betty and Bruce Ingram had one child, Allison Ingram. Marjorie and Paul Nowalk had one 
child, Mary Elizabeth Nowalk. Linnie and Harold Overton had two children: Harold Franklin 
Overton and Mary Alice Overton. Franklin was killed in the war. Mary Alice Overton married Lee 
Petrarca. They had three children: Karen Petrarca of Springdale, Arkansas; Franklin Petrarca and 
wife Theresa of Carmel, Indiana; and Michael Petrarca of South Chicago Heights, Illinois.  
 

  The family’s understanding is that the painting was made from a picture taken in the 1860s.
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 It was 

handed down in the following order: 
 

1. The artist, Paralee (Lee) C. Buckner-Maddry moved leaving the painting in possession of her 

mother-in-law, Mary E. Young-Maddry.
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2. Mary E. Young-Maddry died on September 21, 1919 leaving the painting to her daughter, 
Willamina (Willia) Maddry-Chamberlain. 

3. Willia Maddry-Chamberlain died July 21, 1951 leaving the painting to her daughter, 
Elizabeth Chamberlain-Baker-Chidester 

4. Elizabeth Chamberlain-Baker Chidester died in November 1980 leaving the painting to her 
cousin, Marjorie Cooper-Nowalk, daughter of Mary Williams-Cooper and granddaughter of 
Fannie Maddry-Williams who was a sister-in-law of Paralee (Lee) C. Buckner Maddry. 

5. In 2011 Marjorie Cooper-Nowalk gave the painting to her cousin, Mary Overton-Petrarca, 
daughter of Linnie Williams-Overton and granddaughter of Fannie Maddry-Williams who 
was a sister-in-law of Paralee (Lee) C. Buckner Maddry. 
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 After Mary Overton-Petrarca’s husband died her family moved her from Bismarck, Arkansas to 
Springdale, Arkansas. During the move her son, Frank Petrarca saw the painting in a closet, which 
led to Frank having the painting restored and plans were made by Mary and her family as to the 
painting’s future. Frank also had the painting appraised and a professional photo taken of it by Mike 
Maxwell of Carmel, Indiana. 
 
  It is with heartfelt honor and gratitude that they have chosen to donate the painting to The Hot 
Spring County Historical Society on Monday, September 12, 2016.  
 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 1. William T. Maddry’s name appears on postmaster lists for 1885-1888. (Gerald W. Williams) 
 
 2. Based on the artist’s birth (September 17, 1872) the painting was probably done in the latter 
half of the 1880s or in the early 1890s. (Gerald W. Williams) 
 
 3. Lee Maddry’s family moved from Malvern, Arkansas to Little Rock, Arkansas between 1900 
and 1910. She is listed on the Malvern, Hot Spring County, Arkansas 1900 Census and on the Little 
Rock, Pulaski County, Arkansas 1910, 1920 and 1930 Censuses. She died in Pulaski County on July 
26, 1938 and is buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Malvern, Arkansas. (Gerald W. Williams) 
 

 
Signing of the transfer papers. Left to right: Noreen Houpt, society president and grants 
coordinator; Frank Petrarca and Mary Overton-Petrarca. 




